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College & Career Ready Standards
• Set expectations for student learning.

• Help understand strengths and gaps in student learning.

• Establish rigorous expectations for student learning.

• Provide continuity and sets common learning expectations 
across schools.

• Promotes teacher collaboration.



How did instruction change, 
with revised standards?

On a scale of 1-5, how 
familiar are you with the 

instructional shifts for English 
Language Arts, 

mathematics, and science?

Record your responses in the 
chat box.



The Instructional Shifts

Overarching messages around the changes in instructional 
materials, assessment, and practice necessary for students 

to master not only the standards, but to ultimately be 
prepared for success in college and careers.

“The Standards” =  Shifts + Standards



Why Focus on the Instructional Shifts?
• The heart of the standards revision rests in the shifts.

• The instructional shifts…

• Support a vision of high-quality instruction.

• Reflect the major skills and knowledge needed for postsecondary success. 

• Highlight instructional changes that should occur as a result of revised 
standards.

• Serve as a bridge between content area standards, instructional materials, 
assessment systems, and professional learning.



The Instructional Shifts in Literacy
1. Complexity: Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language
2. Evidence: Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 

evidence from text, both literary and informational
3. Knowledge: Building knowledge through content-rich 

nonfiction



The Instructional Shifts in Mathematics

1. Focus: Focus strongly where the standards focus.

2. Coherence: Think across grades and link to major topics 
within grades. 

3. Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, 
procedural skill and fluency, and application.



The Instructional Shifts in Science
1. Apply science content knowledge through three-dimensional 

learning.

2. Connect ideas across science domains by explaining natural 
phenomena and designing solutions to real-world challenges.

3. Use overlapping skills to investigate, evaluate, and reason 
scientifically across disciplines.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://cdn.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/KeyInstructionalShifts2019-REVISED.pdf



Discussion:

How familiar are teachers 
with the instructional shifts?

How are the instructional 
shifts coming to life in 

classrooms?



Coherent Systems for Teaching and Learning
• A focus on instructional shifts impacts :

• Instructional Materials/Curriculum

• Professional Learning

• Teacher Evaluation Systems and Supports

• Other Impacts?



High-quality instructional materials reflect the 
instructional shifts!



Example:
EdReports Gateways for ELA







Connection to MTSS

“All students deserve access to at-grade-level content.”

• What does this mean for students with IEPs and ELs?

• What does this mean for educators of students with IEPs 
and ELs?



• Intervention should supplement, not supplant, core instruction.
• Strong Tier 1 instruction means fewer students enter referral 

processes.
• Include teachers of students with IEPs and ELs in core professional 

learning.
• Align interventions to instructional materials/curriculum resources.
• Offer targeted, intensive interventions (e.g. phonics & fluency) in 

addition to at-grade-level content.
• All teachers and leaders need professional learning and support!

Connection to MTSS



Resources

• Nebraska Instructional 
Materials Collaborative

• Understanding the Shifts 
(Student Achievement 
Partners)

• Professional Learning (Vendor 
Guide from Louisiana)

https://nematerialsmatter.org/
https://achievethecore.org/category/677/understand-the-shifts
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/teacher-toolbox-resources/pd-vendor-guide.pdf?sfvrsn=f20a8d1f_108




THANK YOU!
cory.epler@nebraska.gov

mailto:cory.epler@nebraska.gov
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